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Volunteer Association Honors

Jane Fletcher
Submitted by Laurie Galletta, Program Manag

The New Hampshire Association of Volunteer
Administrators (NHAVA) presented the 2016 Judith
Lonergan Award to Jane Fletcher, Program Director of
OLLI at GSC.

Established by NHAVA in 2000, this award is given
annually to honor outstanding achievement in volunteer
administration. It is named in honor of Judith Lonergan
(former OLLI presenter and member) who retired in 1998
after spending 25 years as a leading professional in the
field of volunteer administration at the state, national and
international levels.

Pictured left to right: Patrick Hummel, Laurie Galletta, Judith Lonergan,
Jane Fletcher, Beth Dolan and Carol Raymond.

Jane has supported and empowered volunteers for many
years. In addition to her work with OLLI at GSC, Jane
was recognized for her efforts as an outspoken agent for
change as a board member for NHAVA. She volunteers
on the Advisory Council for the University of New
Hampshire Department of Social Work, the NH Alliance
for Healthy Aging, the National Network of Social Work
Managers and Merrimack Valley High School.

Congratulations Jane on a well-deserved award to
acknowledge all of your efforts on behalf of volunteers.

OLLI at Granite State College
has a Facebook Page

Find us on:

facebook.

You can find it at: https://m.facebook.com/olligsc/
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New Member Services
Software System is Official

Submitted by Jane Fletcher, Program Direc
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with CampusCb provide a more efficient operational
system. CampusCE is a Califebbdaed company that
many other OLLIs use to improve their member servicq
and streamline their office processes.

How will this affect you?

First
Your member information (name, adeks, telephone
numbers, email address, initial date of membership,
emergency contact, etc.) will be available for you to
update and manage electronically. This will be referreg
G2 Fa 82dzNJ aYSYOSNI LINRPTAC{

Second
Your online class registration proceegdl be similar to an
2yt AYS AK2LILMAY3I SELISNRASy(
your courses and purchase them with a credit card. A
confirmation will be automatically and immediately
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payment will only be collected if you have secured a s¢
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to see a record of the classes for which you are confirn
in the current term and, ithe future, those classes that
@2dz2Q@S 1Sy Ay LINBGA2dz
the features that should appeal to members!

Although we are in the preliminary stages of
implementation, we are speculating that members will
be able to take advantagef the improvements during
the spring class registration period in March 20%ff
and volunteers are working on a training plan, so stay
tuned for more information to come!
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An OLLI Thanksgiving
Extending Gratitude to Veterans
Please join OLLI staff in extending gratitude to our
veterans, many of whom are OLLI members and
volunteers. We are grateful and thank you for your servi
as we also remember those who never made it home.

Extending Gratitude to Granite State College
Granite State College (GSC) is dedicated to serving adult
learners of all ages. Besides the provisioasgociate,
0l OKSt 2NN& | YR YdacralaSrékkea
programs forteacher education, transfer opportunities,
and online degree programnie nontraditional students,
they also proudly host OLLI.

R

Granite State College has proven to be a generous host
OLLI members and volunteers alike. The college offers
numerous inkind services to support the work of the
volunteers such as meeting space, cartgrs supported
by IT staff, workstations, \ARi, safe and convenient
parking, marketing, financial and administrative services
All of these services are crucial to volunteer engagemerntt
and leadership, one of the eight criteria for an effective
OLLpromoted by the Bernard Osher Foundation.

A designated OLLI office suite in Cancand a total of 27

technologyequipped clas®oms with seating capacity for
618 at the Concord, Conway, Manchester, Portsmouth g
Rochester campuses give OLLI the flexilidityffer a
roster of classes that other OLLIs across the country caf
only aspire to achieve!

By hosting OLLI, GSC demonstrattesommitment to
encouraging older adults to remain active, engaged,
healthy and isolatiosiree. It iscontributing to the corept
of agefriendly, healthy communities in New Hampshire, H
movement that is gaining the attention of the media, stafe
government and publicand privatesector businesses.

There are 119 Osher Lifelohgarningnstitutes hosted by
institutions of higter learning across the USA and very fe
of them experience the level of support and commitmen
that Granite State College provides to our OLLI on a dai
ollarad D{/ Qa adiNRry3d fS@St
organization to maintain some of the lowest menmizad
class fees in the country. Low fees translate into greater
accessibility, especially for older adults who may be on
fixed incomes.

10 4. What are your hopes and aspirations for OLLI?

W

Thank you Granite State College staff and administratid
OLLI staff and members are extremely appreciative.
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On October 28, fift Ay S 2F h[[LQ&
F that contributed $1000r more fromJuly 1, 2015 to June
30,2016, were invited to a reception to be acknowledgg
for the significance of their contributions and to respong
to four questions:

1. What is your motivation for giving to OLLI?

5 32\ Bow, if at all doeg GLLI meet your needs beyond the
classroom?

3. What is your preferred way to give (e.g., once a year
twice a year, monthly, automatic withdrawals, when
registering for classes, other)?

The reception was held in the atrium of the GSC Concd
Despite the state of renovations, (including a front

entrance covered with plastic!) our honored guests,
members of the Development Tea@SC President Mark
Rubensteirmnd GSC Vice Presideri@eth Dolanand Lisa

Shawneyenjoyed this simple, relaxed event that sough
G2 NBIFFFANY yAEa Odet (hdzNB o2 7

During the week of November 14 OLLI will be mailing
annual appeal letters. We hope you will consider joining
others (some of whom have already donated more thar
once!) and make a contribution. Your contributions will:
0 Keep the cost of membship and class fees low

o Support the work of volunteers

o Expand access to OLLI for more adults over the age
50

LYONBF&S G4KS 2NEFYAT L GA
Ensure sustainability and buiddeserve
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Last fiscal year, $20,697 was contributed td Oby 449
members. Gifts ranged in size from $5 to $600. While
your volunteer work is crucial to the success of OLLI
today, yourfinancialcontributions will make it possible
for OLLI to continue to be strong and sustainable
tomorrow and for years to com

Shank YouIp AR i
Wishing you and your families the
happiest of Thanksgivings,

~

a

George, Laurie, Tessa
and Jane

Sylof SR 2 ¢z



Veterans Day Tribute to OLLI Veterans

t o
we

oLLI is privileged
them at all since

count
donot

Introduction by Jacki Fogarty, Editc

hundreds of wveteran
c o ledliter put out the aall forieach site ton a

pick out one veteran to profile for our November issue, we received some fascinating stories and
fabulous pictures. Enjoy them and know that we recognize and thank every one of you who served our

country as well as those of you who kept the home

fires burning while they did.
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Seabee in the Seacoast

Dan Bilodeau, Class of 2014
{dzo YA GG SR 0 pClagsiofyéus]

Dan Bilodeawvanted to learn how to be a carpenter even
though his father wanted him to pursue a career in plumbing.
What was a son to do?

Ly 5FyQa OFasSz KS 22AySR @K
in 1962. At that time, doing this was the only way to ged int
the Seabees. Aeabeds a member of the United States Naval
Construction Forces (NCF). The wdsédbeé& comes from
initials "CB," which in turn comes from the term "Construction
Battalion". That is exactly what Dan wanted; he was on his W
to learnirg the carpentry trade.
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When Dan told me that he was in tlservice between the years
1962 andl968, my immediate assumption was that he spent |
time in Vietnam. Noso! He spent two years on Guah965
1967, rebuilding structures on the island that suffered great
damage during a typhoon.

Some of the projects that he worked on in Guam included
finishing work that was started by MCB#3, a battalion that wal
deployed toVietnam before being able to finish the projects.
Much of the work would be similar to what could be built back
in the US: finishing up an interior to a childcare center, finishi
a swimming pool for enlisted men, and creating recreational
facilities forenlisted men, as well as creating a slot car racetrg
for a youth center on the base.

Not only did Dan build things, but he also found himself doing
tour with the Armed Forces Police. In addition he drove buse
and his division helped toready the i S F2 NJ t NB &
tour of the island.

One of the most poignant memories for Dan of being on Gug
in 1965 was that of the discovery of a Japanese soldier who
fought in World War Il, who was found walking the beach at
night, twenty years after the war had ended! He had been
hiding all of those years and was found at Talofolo Bay. Dat
pointed out that he was not part of the team who found this
soldier, but it déinitely made an impact on him.

Another trip affeted him a great deal. Dan and a man nameg
Charlie Chase, an Indian chief, toured Saipan, which had no
changed much since WWII. They visited a place called Suid
Cliff that overlooked an air field aritbm which Japanese
soldiers jumped to their deaths, rather than surrender. Many
artifacts of the war could still be found strewn over the groun
and ammunition bunkers were found all over the airfield. The
effects of war were certainly evident to Danthis point.

After having served his country honorably, Dan experienced
homecoming that did not reflect that honorable service. Upo
arrival in San Francisco on his way home to NH, Dan was s
upon by someone who believed that he had served in Vietnz

Back homeDan went to work at the Portsmouth Naval
Shipyard. After all of his training and work in the Seabees, [
found that there were no more apprenticeships in carpentry
available at PNSY. His work life took a turn towards painting
noting thathe was not talking about painting buildings, but
rather, painting ships.

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard also brought Dan a dating
opportunity. His wife, Muriel, worked at the Shipyard, and D
was smitten. They met in 1967 and married in 1969. Their
family grew with the addition of three children.

Even after retirement Dan continues to support the military
community in the US. He has been a member of the Pease
Greeters for about a year. He is at Pease as often as he caif
there to greet soldiers retuing home, and also soldiers
heading overseas. His participation in the Pease Greeters h
to make sure that all soldiers receive a greeting that is prope
FYR FAOGGAYI K2y 2NRAyYy 3 GKSAN
to his country has continued thughout his lifetime, and he is
nowhere near finished!




An OLLI Air Force Nurse Veteran In Manchester
Vivian Villemure Class of 2009

As Veterans Day approaches, one starts to think about all of
veterans who have given so much to thdividuals who reside
in our country in the time of war and peace. There are, | am
sure, many male and female veterans among the OLL{ com
munity. | have chosen a female representative, not being bias
but to give an account perhaps from ones who areahotiys
recognized and/or remembered as much as they should be.

% Vivian Villemure, Class of 20009, fits that
g description. Vivian was an active Air
Force Nurse with seven and a half year:
in the military starting at the rank of
Lieutenant and rising to Captain by the
time she returned to civilian lifeShe also
served for twoand a half years in a flying

\/\V\Qn & unit in the Air Force Reserves at

4 @ Westover Air Force Base in West
Springfield, MA.

Born in Manchester, she has spent most of her civilian life he

She attended the Sacred Heart School of Nursing. She says

she initially joined the Air Force to have the opportunity to

travel. She joined in December 1965 and served until May 1€

Her military experiences sent her around the U.S. to Michigar

Missouri, Texas and New Mexico. Her overseas experiences

Vietnam and Turkey gave her the opportunity to travel to Hor

Kong, Tokyo, Bangkok, Beirut, Israel, Rome, Athens, Paris,
Turkey and Dag@mscus.

She attended Air Force Flight Nurse School training although
was not assigned during her active service. During the Tet
offensive from January 1968 to 1969 she was stationed in
Vietnam at Cam Rahn Bay in feninsula eight or nine miles
from the South China Sea and about 175 miles northeast of
Saigon. Conditions there were sandy and hot. The hospital hi
500 beds and she cared for the wounded who could return to
combat within one month. Those who took longer to heal wer
sent to Europe and ikounded a third time, it meant being
shipped back to the U.S.

Vivian did not elaborate about the patients for whom she care
but | deduced that many of her reminiscences were not
especially pleasant.

During 1969 and 1970, at
her own request, she was
stationed in Turkey at a
fifteen-bed dispensary
clinic on the Sea of
Marmara, about 10 miles
from Istanbul. There she
cared for the military and
the American dependents
whose parents were
stationed in the Middle
East.

Submitted by Mary Rheault, Class of 20

AIR FORCE NURSE CIOR
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On November 11, 1998jvianmarched down Washington Street with 10,000
other servicewomeim the Washington Parade for the dedication of the
22vySy0a =ASiyl WondrihgilitarySvergeNdh alltoranches
who served in the Vietnam War.

In the U.S. she was stationed at different size hospitals,
although, ironically, Vietnam was the large8then she left
the Air Force and returned to civilian status, sbek

I RGIYyGr3IsS 2F GKS DL . Aff |
Collegeand obtained her degree in nursing. She has had a
variety of experiences as a nurse in Manchester, working at
the VA Hospital, VNA, CMC and Elliot Hospitals.

Vivian has continued her dedication to her community. She
has been awarded emeritus status with the Pal&beater,
having volunteered bynanaging the ushers there for thirty
four years. She is a Granite State Ambassador since 2002 ¢
usually covers theavntown area of Manchester, The
Welcome Center. She participates in the Meals on Wheels
Program. She is a member of veter@mganizations, including
Vietham War Veterans, Catholic War Veterans, and the
Sweeney Post American Legion. She also manage $oiagai®
the Richelieu Club, too.

Additionally and previous to this, she has participated as a
frequent class member, class assistant and donor for food
items for various OLLI social functions. For the past two yee
Vivian has been a member of Manche€iet / dzNNJA Oc
Committee.

Your generous donationgork to maintain affordable dues and
class fees, supplement scholarships, ensure program sustainat
and build organizational capacity.

Thank you for supporting OLLI at Granite State College.
Clickhereto access thenline donation fam or mail your check,
payable to OLLI at Granite State College, to
OLLI Office, 25 Hall Street, Concord NH 03301



https://www.events.unh.edu/RegistrationForm.pm?event_id=11154
https://www.events.unh.edu/RegistrationForm.pm?event_id=11154

In Concord A Veteran Navigates from the Skies to the Seas
Steve Leavenworth, Class of 2007

We met on Monday, September 19 at GSC. Steve brouglr
photo album and information about his personal backgroui
He is a delightful man t@lk to as we sat chatting for over a
hour. It was obvious that his back was bothering him whe
he arrived and needed to catch his breath after just walkin
from his car to the office. Of course, he is a proud 91 yeai
old!

We found photos of him asy@ung navigator and he also
brought a current snapshot to use in the article for Outlook

The following are parts of our conversation:

Sharon When did you serve in the military?

Steve: | was in the Army Air Force Celip WW Il for three
years fromSeptember 1943 until March of 1946. | was not
any danger flying and never went overseas. | was surprist
to find that the Air Corps Training Command, withietH did
all my flying, suffered 25% casualties! Apparently all of us
eager beavers, learnjnthe ropes, also killed ourselves at a
prodigious rate.

Sharon: What was your job?

Steve: | was a navigator. Afteseveral training programs, |
graduated from Navigation School in Hondexas, followed
by Radar Bombardment training out in the Mojave Desert.
benefitted from this training when | applied it to my sailing
adventures. My engineering career and my navigation
training allowed me to use both in teaching boating safety
and se navigation to others outside of my career as a Civi
Engineer.

Sharon You went to college after the war?

Steve: Yes, | became a Civil Engineer and later joined the
Army Reserve in an Engineer Battalion in NH. When | wa:
promoted out of the Army, kjined the Coast Guard Reserve
and continued my affiliation with the military for a total of 2
years.

Steve brings his love of history to thew Hampshire Historical Society where he is an active volunteer. He has ser
OLLI committees and is a regular at Game Days and other Concord events. And Steve was and still is a membel
unofficial SIG (Special Interest Group) five years before SIGs came into being as he and a small group who enjoy:
politics and world affairs in a Great Decisions class formed P.A.L. (Plato Academy Lunch) and began meeting mc

Submitted by Sharon Kielty, Class of 20

Sharon:When did you join OLLI?

Steve:| joined in 2004dropped out for a couple of years
and now am active again. | enjoy the activities antbhys
OfFaasSao L ¢2dZ R fA1S (2
{GNBIFY wSLlzt A Oz¢ eidiGanaddl 2
and NH in the 1830 My ability to stand limits me as a
presenter so | am not sure | can do this type of class.

Sharon: You areinterested in History.
Steve:Yes, | started taking history
classes at UNH after retirement and
received a BA after-6 years of class
workin between many years of sailing

Steve is almost never seen without
his Army Air Corps cap.

Sharon:Where did you sail?

Steve: | first sailed on Lake Winnipesaukee but later
moved to the Kittery Port coastal area in Maine, where
could avoid all the motor boats.

Sharon: You mentioned a friend from your service days.
Can you tell me more aboutrhP?

Steve: In those three years of army life, a fellow
YIE@GAALFG2NE /NI X 06SOFYS Y
together through basic training, Aviation Cadet Program
gunner and navigation training. He eventually became
best man at my wedding.

He reenlisted after trying college after the war, went bac
to the Korean War and was killed over there, shot down
We had flown together three years in all kinds of weathe
had so many adventures together, both in the air and of
doubledates in many townsHis son was born two
months after he was shot down. | still think of him after
allthoseyears. D2 YSa G2 YS gfieldy
hearing an engine rev up, or, sometimes, just sitting by
myself on the back porch thinking.
















